Abstract
Introduction
The centenary of the beginning of the First World War witnessed a significant upsurge in interest in the war and especially in the events of Christmas 1914. There has been a concomitant increase in attention to the relationship between sport and war and Robert Hands observed that the most famous example of this symbiosis was the 'unlikely and impromptu game of football between the Allies and Germans on Christmas Day 1914.' He opined this has moved 'towards the clichéd in histories of the First World War' and Wray Vamplew reflected that this event was a micro-level 'myth'; a story containing elements of truth.
1 Years before the centenary Brown and Seaton recognised that:
To many people it has come to be accepted that the central feature of the Christmas truce of 1914 was a game, or possibly games, of football in which British and Germans took part. Indeed to some the whole event is not so much 'the truce' as 'the football match'. 2 Brown and Seaton's book was first published in 1984, in the decade identified by Emma Hanna as being when the 'mythical idea of an all-encompassing Christmas Truce' in Britain was established. 3 Recently British Council research revealed that 'the Christmas Truce' is one of the most recognised moments of the Great War with more than two-thirds of adults aware of 'the football match' that took place. 4 When plans for the official commemoration of the Christmas truces were announced journalists wrote of 'Britain's plans for commemorating the centenary of the First World War include recreating the football match played against German troops'. nowhere and a few minutes later a real football match got underway.
The Scots marked their goal mouth with their strange caps and we did the same with ours. It was far from easy to play on the frozen ground, but we continued, keeping rigorously to the rules, despite the fact that it only lasted an hour and that we had no referee. A great many of the passes went wide, but all the amateur footballers, although they must have been very tired, played with huge enthusiasm. Us Germans really roared when a gust of wind revealed that the Scots wore no drawers under their kilts -and hooted and whistled every time they caught an impudent glimpse of one posterior belonging to one of 'yesterday's enemies'... The game finished with a score of three goals to two in favour of Fritz against Tommy. 6 The BBC archives reveal that Niemann was unsure of which regiment was opposite him but it has since been established it was the 2 Battalion of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders (2/Argylls). 7 The excellent overall histories of the Christmas truces, Brown and Seaton's Christmas Truce and Weintraub's Silent Night, fail to triangulate and integrate the evidence they present regarding the participation of the 2/Argylls and the 133/Saxons in a truce. 8 This 4 case study seeks to establish the actualité of football and these two enemy regiments' experiences at Christmas 1914. 10 The paradigmatic trench war had begun.
Setting the Scene
The soldiers of both sides became subjected to the continuous stress of sniping and shelling forcing troop rotation systems to be developed. At this stage the British held a sector from just south of Ypres to Givenchy and they established a typical trench rhythm of three to seven days in the firing line, then the same in the support trenches, which were usually about 100 to 150 yards behind the front line, and then a similar period in the reserve trenches about a quarter of a mile further back. These three lines of trenches were connected by communication trenches. After these three stints in the troglodyte world, the troops could look forward to approximately a week out of the lines in billets.
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Live and let live 12 Typically battalions had lost 80% of their officers and 70% of the men who had originally landed. 13 The BEF casualties were replaced by reservists, regular battalions recalled from Empire duties, territorial battalions and an Indian Army Corps. 14 The French and Germans had each suffered about 300,000 men killed in action and approximately 700,000 missing or wounded.
The start of trench warfare was soon followed by the arrival of winter weather and in December more rain fell than in any December since 1876, over six inches.
This made large scale movement impossible and added to the unlikelihood of a major attack by either side. 15 In low lying areas, such as the River Lys flood plain, where the 2/Argylls and the 133/Saxons faced each other, the trenches became barely tenable; water pumps, hose pipes, shovels and pick axes became as important as rifles and breastworks began to replace trenches as defensive structures in the worst areas.
The troops on both sides were exhausted, frozen, disillusioned, and questioned their immediate purpose as many saw no advantage in killing one or two of the enemy and risking reprisals. Infantrymen passed messages to their artillery not to fire on the enemy at meal times as they did not want their own meals interrupted by retaliation.
Lieutenant Hutchison of the 2/Argylls noted:
As we sat in the stillness we could hear with great distinctness the sound of transport on the Radinghem road bringing up the German rations, in the same way as they must have heard the wheels of our wagons rumbling through the streets of Houplines and down the dogleg road. But there seems to have been some unwritten law of "live and let live," for the ration parties of either side were never "strafed". For truly ... there is no longer any sense in this business. The fraternization that has been going on between our trenches and those of the enemy, when friend and foe alike go to fetch straw from the same rick to protect them from the cold and rain and to have some sort of bedding to lie on -and never a shot is fired. 17 The stalemate and close proximity of the combatants allowed them to become familiar with each other's activities and they realized that their opponents' miseries, such as lice, rats, mud, the cold and senior officers, mirrored their own; they shared a common humanity. Also they had mutual cultural and religious traditions. In the main, the soldiers on both sides were Christians resulting in many probably feeling it was wrong to be at war at Christmas; especially as they seemed to be only fighting, at that moment, for survival and to protect their regimental families. Belgian and French cabbage patches were not La mè bre patrie to the British or Germans. In Germany particularly, Christmas was a deeply emotive and family occasion, even for German Jewish soldiers this was 'the highest and most beautiful of all holidays'. 18 These tacit agreements to reduce the violence became endemic in the trenches particularly in 'quiet sectors' or in the more tranquil times between major offensives; the Christmas truces were neither the first nor last but were the most vivid. forecast 'for Christmastide there will probably be something like a "truce of God" -if not by mutual agreement, at least by common assent'. 20 The possibility of mutually agreed local truces was recognized by High
Command on both sides and directives were issued forbidding fraternization. British 
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The next three days were relatively quiet despite receiving orders that 'active sniping to be practiced and sapheads pushed on'. 22 During the day, the Argylls received a message from GHQ that sought to develop suspicions of enemy behaviour and discourage fraternization; 'it is thought possible that the enemy may be contemplating an attack during Xmas or New Year and special vigilance will be maintained during these periods'. 23 On the evening of December 24 the 133/Saxons left their billets in Pont Rouge and Frelinghien to take up positions opposite the 2/Argylls. 24 Like GHQ, the German headquarters warned their troops to be alert against possible attack over the holiday period. However the 133 were not going to be deprived of their celebrations and Lieutenant Klemm's section took two small Christmas trees with them, complete with candles, to put on the trench parapets. 25 Klemm commented that 'as was usual at that time, having settled in the trenches, we fired the occasional shot from our outposts to let the enemy know we would not let ourselves be surprised.' 26 Once these formalities were over the trees were placed upon the parapets and the candles lit; Klemm noticed that Christmas trees were appearing along the German line as far as the eye could see. His battalion colleague, Oberstleutnant Niemann, remembered placing one small tree in their company dugout and another on the parapet and then the troops began singing Christmas songs, such as Stille Nacht, Heilige Nacht, and O du Fröbliche. 27 The powerful German Christmas
Eve tradition of singing and drinking by a candle-lit tree was carried over into the trenches.
The sounds of the Germans singing carried across to the trenches opposite and the Argylls' commanding officer, Captain Hyslop, recorded:
In the evening … the Germans had a sing-song in their trenches, they even seemed to have a band of sorts somewhere near. One man had a fine tenor voice, and as our men could hear quite well they applauded the song, and he gave an encore. 28 Hutchison noted a 'German band in the trenches. We sang in turns -Germans and ourselves'. Niemann reminisced that soon the British sang too and he noted particularly 'It's a long way to Tipperary' and 'Home Sweet Home'. Meanwhile, Minnery chatted with the other German, Enno Schneider, and discovered that Schneider knew Glasgow well. Minnery exchanged his woollen hat and a photograph of himself for a cap badge and chocolates. 31 After agreeing it was a 'beautiful night', they shook hands and departed back to their own trenches.
Hutchison recalled it was a relaxed night, 'much shouting. On the qui vive all night'. 32 The 
Christmas Day
The stories of Christmas morning vary slightly; Frederick Chandler, the Argylls'
Medical Officer, Hutchison, Liddell and Hyslop describe shots being fired in the morning but 'in the afternoon a curious thing happened, for the sniping suddenly ceased'. 34 The German officers, Klemm and Niemann, thought that at dawn they became aware of heads popping into sight above the British parapet and peering into No Man's Land. 35 Klemm noted that somebody needed to break the ice and an NCO from his company took a Christmas tree into No Man's Land where he was met by a British soldier. After these soldiers returned to their own lines, further shouted negotiations occurred about the bodies that lay between the trenches following a battle in November. Eventually Lieutenant Grosse, Klemm's platoon commander, met with a British officer and they agreed to bury the bodies behind their respective front lines. 36 The burial parties fraternised as they worked and the soldiers left in the trenches began calling across No Man's Land to each other. They soon 'arranged an unofficial armistice -they got out of their trenches and met halfway and hobnobbed with each other, exchanged souvenirs and had drinks ... Stewart, had a box of good cigars given him.' Klemm received a cap badge from a British soldier and noted 'everywhere you looked the occupants from the trenches stood around chatting to each other and even playing football.' Niemann, as described above, recollected that later a Scottish soldier brought out a football and 'a real football match got underway.' 37 There are no British descriptions of this game but Private Collier of the Argylls recalled 'some of the men in the Platoon on our left had made a "ball" from paper, rags and string and went their "dinger" for about twenty minutes, until the ball fell to pieces and that was that.' 38 Hyslop, Liddell and Hutchison all recorded that the German officers were keen to arrange a proper football match for the following day, December 26.
As evening approached, Hyslop reported 'altogether the men were out of their trenches for nearly two hours, but we parted before dark and the last words of a German officer were "Well, it will be war again tomorrow."' 39 According to
Hutchison, GHQ heard about the truce and ordered 'warlike measures against the enemy must be adopted forthwith'; he wrote a letter to the Germans telling them 'war will be declared at 10 a.m. to-morrow morning.' A German NCO took the letter 'presumably to the officer commanding the 134 th Saxon Regiment'. 
December 26, 1914
After spending the day in the trenches, the Argylls were relieved by the Sherwood Foresters at 17:00. 43 The formal proposed football match had not occurred either because of senior officers' actions or shelling. Captain Jack of the 1/Cameronians in the trenches that abutted the 2/Argylls at Pont Ballot observed:
It seems that on Christmas Day the 2/Argyll and Sutherland actually arranged to play a football match versus the Saxons -whom we consider to be more human than other Teutons -in No Man's Land that afternoon. Indeed someone in my trench told me of the proposal at the time, but I scouted so wild an idea. In any case, shelling prevented the fixture. 44 
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Hutchison recorded that there was a 'good deal of artillery fire in the morning.
In the evening the whole Brigade relieved'.
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Aftermath
Initially there was widespread doubt that any truce had occurred over the Christmas period, but the evidence of photographs, diaries and letters is overwhelming and some of the photographs and letters appeared in the press; at that time censorship of soldiers' mail home was still developing. 46 Truces did not occur all along the Anglo- It has been proposed that the truces may have been partly a result of new troops being introduced into the front, essentially civilians in uniform. 48 However, it is evident that few new recruits, especially British, made it to the front until the spring of 1915, although some individuals did. 49 Perhaps it was the fact that, at this stage of the war, the armies were still mainly professionals and reservists (ex-professionals) that allowed the truces to occur. Collier remarked 'we were the same as them; after all we were all tradesmen in our own particular sphere -soldiering'. 50 These troops would have had a mutual respect for fellow soldiers; they were probably significantly less influenced by state propaganda or the hell-fire preaching from pulpits and press than the new volunteers in training. Their nationalism and patriotism were different from the new more idealistic recruits. Other commentators note that footballs would not have been available in the trenches as the men's kit would not have let them carry something so cumbersome.
However football was pervasive in the BEF and balls were valuable, although by 1917 every platoon would have its own. Therefore it is likely that soldiers who had a ball would have deflated it and carried it with them, rather than leaving it in their billets, where the next regiment may have purloined it, or in their valises in battalion transport. By carrying it with them, they were ever ready for a game when in reserve.
The reserve trenches were often out of sight of the enemy and, when not on 'fatigues' or 'stand to', men were sometimes allowed free time in close proximity to their positions. The Cameronians' medical officer later noted 'the French are always fascinated by the British obsession with football, asking why so many soldiers carry balls strapped to their packs. Here is the answer -they are waiting for Christmas'. 72 Stories of what men managed to take into the trenches are legion; a deflated football would certainly take less space than an accordion ( Figure 6 ). Certainly in the football charge at the Battle of Loos, the men of the London Irish smuggled their deflated footballs into the trenches after their officers objected to their plan of dribbling the balls forward in the charge. 73 Modern analysts forget that the balls of the time did not have valves requiring special inflating needles; they could be blown up by mouth.
Also it is certain that some soldiers would have received a football for Christmas Pre-Christmas British and German newspapers had carried adverts reminding readers of the needs of the men at the front and a veritable avalanche of parcels arrived at both sides of the front. Between December 6 and 12, 250,000 parcels were sent to the British troops at the front along with 2.5 million letters. 75 Hutchison's diary that it all really did happen, because it will naturally sound a very tall story when it gets told in the billets. 81 The 'so of course a football match started' highlights the omnipresence of football in the BEF and British society and the likelihood of kickabouts wherever and whenever the opportunity presented itself.
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Conclusion
Many regard Christmas 1914 as the close of the nineteenth-century, the inevitable result of fin de siècle cynicism. Truces were a time-honoured courtesy, wars were fought against opponents rather than enemies and there had to be 'fair play.' January 1915 saw Zeppelins indiscriminately bombing London; gas was introduced as a deadly weapon in April, the Lusitania was torpedoed in May and July marked the first notable use of flamethrowers. The twentieth century had arrived and, in essence, Christmas truces were history as the German quest for modernity brought the reality of industrialized war into sharp focus and into direct conflict with the British quest for restoration and preservation of the status quo.
some of the soldiers' frustration at an apparently meaningless war in which they were trapped; the truces represented a small gesture against the rising tide of international and nationalist rivalry and hatred, a demonstration of the brotherhood of man or a symbol of the deep religious significance of the time. 83 However, the letters and diaries of many of the soldiers reveal that they knew that a set of circumstances had given them the opportunity for a welcome break in five months of war, in essence a holiday. To others it was a schoolboy prank against the prefects and school masters.
Lieutenant Drummond of the Royal Field Artillery said it was 'a soldier's truce without any higher sanction by officers and generals.' 84 Whether they regarded the truces as a prank or welcome holiday; the soldiers recognised that the conflict had purpose and meaning even if they might disagree with its management. They 
